
MNCASA Sexual Violence Prevention Conference Final Piece Built off of the ideas 
circulated throughout the day 
 
time to close the day 
not your mind 
remember the chime 
bell rings everytime you choose a blind eye 
lets not unite in being divided 
instead 
point it out when we sight it 
the "I" in things is what really defers the dream 
its not extreme to think that this is everybodys business 
big business 
mom and pop 
one stop shop 
boss 
co-workers 
the whole lot 
he simply plays the role shown 
she thinks she should go with the flow 
does he go against the grain 
should she still scream if its in vain 
we let them both down 
how could she stand up 
let alone speak out 
for herself 
before you 
 
this subject is subject to too much 
theres SPEECH and theres speech 
 
I dont want to speak for anyone other than myself 
I barely know me 
how could i know you 
cant tell you what it feels like to see intercourse before puberty 
i dont know that 
doesnt mean someone else doesnt 
 
someone should ask the children 
they fill the left side of this room 
empty chairs are empty glares 
a story exists there 
 
sex ed scares in high school serve as crutches 
how do you prevent without having the future present at the event 
before the event 
before it occurs 
before they get hurt 



 
healthy conversations with eager little minds 
first person they want to impress is usually the main person in their life 
children are impressionable 
pressure them right 
what does success look like 
whats a good life 
to what degree does that PhD fill the need of always being an empty seat yet to be seen 
 
i think i want to start a youth group 
talk with my students 
be more than a teacher 
try being a friend 
prevent the event 
hold myself accountable 
provide an environment ripe for seeds to grow 
 
whats the culture 
 
what we make it 
i miss taking risks 
pumping fists instead of just throwing fits 
getting down in the trench 
sinking with the ship 
weve escaped this 
and slipped into the "take this" mentality 
this society shapes we 
we should shape this society 
weve mistaken our place and gracefully kept silent 
and being a poet 
to me 
closed mouths read like sirens 
our values are dying 
so much stake in what we are buying 
so little in this planet and how its people are surviving 
 
industry opinion is interested in interest 
in product 
placement 
bank 
statement 
end products gotta increase ratings 
face it 
sex sells crime prevails 
our daily life is the veil masking the monster 
we are in the belly of the beast 
and must reveal to 
and heal ourselves in order to prevent properly 



speak truth to life and do beyond this conference 
 
                                                                                -Tish Jones 
 
 


